
2027 Iron Butt Rally 

Rider Information Guide 

Introduction 

Welcome to the 2027 Iron Butt Rally. 

The information contained in this document is intended to provide riders with the 
administrative requirements, procedures, deadlines, and expectations leading up to and 
during the rally. 

You are responsible for reading and understanding this entire document as well as the 
Uniform Rally Rules. Rally staff will continue to communicate important information as the 
event approaches, but failure to read or understand information that has been provided will 
not excuse missed deadlines or requirements. 

The Iron Butt Rally requires significant preparation. Successful riders are not simply the 
ones who prepare their motorcycles; they are the ones who prepare themselves. 
Understanding instructions, managing details, and being organized before arrival are 
important parts of being ready. 

If you have questions, ask. We would much rather answer questions early than try to solve 
problems at the rally start. 

 

Payments 

Your initial Iron Butt Rally deposit is $1,500. 

The initial deposit must be received no later than: 

July 16, 2026 

Payment instructions are available on the rider information page: 

LDXRally.com/27IBRRider 

Your remaining balance will be due in January 2027. Additional instructions regarding final 
payment amounts, methods, and deadlines will be provided later. 

If you have any issues regarding payment, contact rally staff before the deadline. 

 

 



Rider Communication and Responsibility 

You are responsible for reading all information sent to you. 

Emails, website updates, rider documents, and official rally communications contain 
information that directly affects your ability to successfully complete registration and 
participate in the rally. 

Read everything. 

This is not a race to skim the first paragraph and assume you understand the rest. 
Important details are often contained throughout the entire communication. 

If something is unclear, ask for clarification. 

Save the email ironbutthq@gmail.com, ldrallygold@gmail.com, and 
ldrallyblack@gmail.com in your contacts so that our emails do not go to your spam or junk 
folder.  If you think you missed a message, ask. 

 

Confidentiality and Sharing Rally Information 

Do not publicly share rally information unless it has already been released publicly by rally 
staff. 

This includes: 

• Rally documents 

• Internal emails 

• Rider information 

• Hotel information not released publicly 

• Rally procedures 

• Other information intended only for participants 

Riders may choose when and how they announce their own participation. 

Do not announce another rider’s participation for them. 
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Rally Locations 

The 2027 Iron Butt Rally will begin in Washington, Pennsylvania. 

The rally start and first checkpoint hotel will be: 

DoubleTree by Hilton 
Washington, Pennsylvania 

The second checkpoint, and finish will be held at: 

DoubleTree by Hilton 
Lawrence, Kansas 

Additional details, hotel links, and schedule information will be provided through official 
rally communications or on this website. 

 

Hotel Reservations 

Make your hotel reservations as soon as possible. 

This is especially important for the Washington, Pennsylvania start location. 

There are a limited number of rooms available at the host hotel. Once those rooms are 
filled, additional riders may have to stay at a nearby hotel. 

The alternate hotel will still be close, but it will not be the host hotel. Staying somewhere 
else creates additional difficulty because registration, meetings, rally activities, and staff 
operations will be centered at the host hotel. 

Do not wait until the last minute and assume rooms will still be available. 

You are responsible for making your own reservations. 

 

Administrative Day 

Saturday, June 19, 2027 is the rider administrative day. 

All riders must complete required administrative tasks before the start of the rally. 

Activities will include: 

• Rider check-in 

• Verification that required documents and waivers are complete 



• Motorcycle odometer verification course 

• Rider meeting 

• Rookie meeting 

Specific schedules and appointment times will be provided closer to the rally. 

Be on time. 

If you miss scheduled appointments or arrive unprepared, you may delay your own ability 
to complete registration and prepare for the rally. 

 

Odometer Verification Course 

All motorcycles must complete the odometer verification course. 

This process allows rally staff to compare your motorcycle odometer to a known route. 

Before beginning the course: 

• Arrive prepared to ride 

• Have adequate fuel 

• Know how to access and reset your motorcycle trip odometer 

• Have your rally tracking device operating 

Riders with passengers must complete the odometer course together. 

Follow all instructions provided by rally staff. 

 

Required Documentation 

Prior to the rally, riders will be required to provide documentation showing they meet rally 
requirements. 

This includes: 

• Valid driver license 

• Motorcycle registration 

• Proof of insurance 

• Any additional documents required by rally staff 



Documents must remain valid through the entire rally period. 

Do not wait until the last minute to verify expiration dates or insurance requirements. 

If something will expire before or during the rally, correct it before submitting your 
information. 

The rally registration page with all required documents and information is on the website.  
When all proper documents are submitted and verified, the system will notify you. 

 

Auxiliary Fuel Systems 

All auxiliary fuel systems used in the 2027 Iron Butt Rally must comply with the Uniform 
Rally Rules, including Appendix A – Fuel System Capacity and Auxiliary Tanks. 

The complete fuel system requirements and certification procedures are posted separately 
on the rider information website. 

Riders are responsible for reading and complying with those requirements. 

If you use an auxiliary fuel system: 

• You must properly report the system through the required registration process. 

• You must provide required capacity documentation. 

• Your entire fuel system must comply with maximum capacity rules. 

• Your installation must be safe and installed in a professional workmanlike manner. 

Capacity certification only verifies tank volume. 

It does not certify: 

• Mounting 

• Fuel line routing 

• Plumbing 

• Connections 

• Overall installation quality 

A certified tank installed improperly may still be rejected. 



There will be no parking lot fabrication, installation, plumbing, or repair work performed at 
the rally start. 

Your motorcycle must arrive ready. 

 

 

Spotwalla Tracking Requirements 

Spotwalla tracking is mandatory for the 2027 Iron Butt Rally. 

Rally staff uses Spotwalla data for multiple purposes, including rider tracking, safety, and 
rally verification systems. Your tracking device must work properly throughout the rally. 

It is your responsibility to make sure your tracking is operating correctly. 

Tracking Devices 

You may use any approved device that works with Spotwalla. 

A satellite tracking device is strongly recommended. 

Cell phone tracking apps have improved significantly, but they still depend on cellular data 
coverage. During the Iron Butt Rally, riders may travel through remote areas where cellular 
service is limited or unavailable. 

Loss of data connection can create tracking gaps. 

A tracking gap may result in: 

• Loss of bonus credit 

• Point penalties 

• Additional review by rally staff 

The device you choose is your responsibility. 

Test it before the rally. 

Know how it works. 

Know how to verify that it is actually sending tracks. 

 

 



Primary Spotwalla Device 

You will designate one primary tracking device. 

That device will be used for your official rally tracking. 

Do not register multiple individual devices on the official rally page. 

With the number of riders participating, managing hundreds of separate device 
connections is not practical. 

You will: 

1. Select your primary device. 

2. Create the required Spotwalla trip using that device. 

3. Submit that tracking link to rally staff. 

4. Join the official rally Spotwalla page using that same device. 

The device used for your private tracking link and the device used on the rally page must be 
the same device. 

 

Secondary Tracking Link 

Riders may be allowed to provide a secondary Spotwalla link. 

The purpose of a secondary link is to provide backup information if your primary device has 
a tracking issue. 

Your secondary link may include: 

• Additional tracking devices 

• Cell phone tracking apps 

• Backup satellite devices 

If your primary device develops a gap, rally staff may review your secondary tracking 
information. 

A secondary link does not replace the requirement that your primary tracker works. 

 

 



Tracking Gaps 

You are responsible for monitoring your tracking. 

Rally staff may notice problems and contact you, but do not assume someone is watching 
your individual track at all times. 

If your tracking stops working, you need to address the issue. 

The rally cannot verify what it cannot see. 

Large tracking gaps create problems because the rally uses tracking data to verify rider 
movement. 

Do not place yourself in a position where your bonuses or rally standing are affected 
because your tracker was not functioning. 

 

Scoring App 

The official rally scoring app will be used for bonus submission. 

You must use the app. 

No alternate method of bonus submission will be accepted unless specifically authorized 
by rally staff. 

Before arriving at the rally: 

• Install the app. 

• Make sure it functions properly. 

• Understand how to submit bonuses. 

• Understand how photographs are submitted. 

• Complete any practice assignments provided by rally staff. 

The rally start is not the time to learn how to use the app. 

 

 

 

 



Backup Phones and Devices 

Riders frequently ask about backup phones. You are not required to purchase a backup 
phone. 

Modern phones are reliable, and money is usually better spent protecting your primary 
device: 

• Use a quality mount. 

• Protect it from weather. 

• Protect it from vibration. 

• Keep it charged. 

If your device fails during the rally, contact rally staff for guidance but ultimately you will 
have to determine how to get a new phone. 

If you change devices, make sure you understand any required app procedures before 
submitting additional bonuses. 

 

Bonus Submission 

Bonus instructions must be followed exactly. 

Read the rally book carefully. Read the entire bonus listing. Do not assume requirements. 

If a bonus requires: 

• A specific object 

• A specific angle 

• Your motorcycle 

• Your rally flag 

• A particular sign or marker 

then that requirement exists for a reason. 

Submit what is requested. 

 

 



Rally Flag 

Your rally flag is an important part of bonus verification. 

Unless the rally book specifically states otherwise, assume your flag must appear in bonus 
photographs. 

Your flag must be: 

• Visible 

• Readable 

• Clearly associated with your motorcycle or the required object 

A picture where staff cannot verify your flag may result in the bonus being denied. 

 

Photo Submissions 

Before leaving a bonus location: 

Look at your picture. 

Verify: 

• The required object is visible. 

• Your rally flag is visible. 

• The picture is clear. 

• The entire required subject is shown. 

Do not discover the problem hundreds of miles later. 

A few seconds reviewing a photograph can prevent losing a bonus.  You will receive an 
email with the bonus information.  Your sequence number should match the number of the 
bonus on the bonus claim form.  You are required to maintain the bonus claim form 
although we will not request to see it unless you want to contest a bonus decision.  If you 
are maintaining the bonus claim form, there should be no reason you should ever get off 
sequence. 

 

 

 



Bonus Questions and Problems 

If you encounter a problem at a bonus location, use good judgment. 

Do not spend excessive time trying to solve a problem that could be resolved quickly by 
contacting rally staff. 

Examples: 

• Construction 

• Blocked access 

• Missing markers 

• Unexpected closures 

However, before contacting staff, make reasonable attempts to determine whether there is 
another obvious solution.  

 

Corrections and Mistakes 

If you discover a submission mistake, contact scoring staff. 

Do not attempt to manipulate or correct submissions outside of approved procedures. 

Rally staff will explain what options are available. 

The sooner you identify and report a problem, the easier it is to address. 

NEVER – NEVER – NEVER resubmit a bonus if you didn’t think it went through.  Check for 
the email receipt.  If not, contact scoring and they can tell if it was received.  We can fix 
things on our end very quickly so let us fix it. 

 

Rest Requirements 

Mandatory rest requirements will be explained in the rally book. 

It is your responsibility to understand: 

• Required rest duration 

• Timing requirements 

• Documentation requirements 



• Submission procedures 

Plan your rest periods carefully. 

Do not wait until the end of a leg and discover you cannot complete the required rest. 

Rest bonuses are not simply about stopping. 

They require following the exact instructions provided. 

 

Teams 

Riders may form teams if allowed under the rally rules. Teams must be declared to rally 
staff. 

If you begin riding with another participant and your routes become substantially 
connected, you may need to declare yourselves as a team. 

Teams may only separate or dissolve according to the procedures provided by rally staff.  
Typically a team may only dissolve at the end of a leg AFTER all parties of the team have 
been scored. 

The team rules exist to maintain fairness. Know them before you decide to ride with another 
participant. 

 

 

Spectators, Family, and Guests 

The Iron Butt Rally has always attracted family, friends, and supporters who want to be part 
of the experience. We welcome spectators and appreciate the support they provide to 
riders. 

However, it is important to remember that certain portions of the rally are designed 
specifically for riders and rally operations. Some meetings and activities may be restricted 
to riders and authorized personnel only. If spectators are permitted to attend a meeting, 
they must understand they are observers. These meetings contain important information 
riders need to hear and understand. 

Please respect the process. 

 



Pre-Rally Events and Meals 

Information regarding any pre-rally meals, gatherings, or banquet events will be provided 
closer to the rally. 

If meals or tickets are made available for guests, instructions will be provided. 

Rider meals included with registration will be identified separately. 

Do not purchase additional tickets for yourself unless specifically instructed to do so. 

 

Rider Meetings 

Attendance at required rider meetings is mandatory. 

Information discussed during these meetings may include: 

• Rally procedures 

• Rule clarifications 

• Scoring information 

• Safety information 

• Leg-specific instructions 

You are responsible for all information provided during these meetings. 

Be on time. 

Be prepared. 

Pay attention. 

 

Rookie Meeting 

There will be a rookie meeting during the administrative day. 

This meeting is designed for first-time Iron Butt Rally riders.  Veteran riders will not be 
permitted. 

The goal is to answer common questions and help riders better understand the process 
before the rally begins. 



The rookie meeting is not a replacement for reading the rules, rider information, or rally 
instructions. 

 

Shipping Items to the Hotel 

Information regarding shipping items to the host hotels will be provided closer to the rally. 

Do not ship anything to a hotel unless rally staff has provided specific instructions allowing 
you to do so. 

Hotels are not storage facilities. 

Items shipped too early, improperly labeled, or containing prohibited materials may be 
refused. 

Do not ship: 

• Fuel 

• Hazardous materials 

• Engine fluids 

• Items likely to leak or create damage 

• Perishable items 

If shipping is allowed, you will be provided instructions regarding: 

• Address formatting 

• Arrival dates 

• Labeling requirements 

 

Trailers and Vehicle Parking 

The start of the rally is in Washington, PA.  The finish is in Lawrence, KS.  The finish hotel, 
the DoubleTree Lawrence, has agreed to allow riders to leave their vehicles on-site for the 
duration of the event.  You may not leave your vehicles at the start hotel.  If you are planning 
on bringing a vehicle and keeping it at the finish hotel for the duration of the rally, notify the 
RM at ironbutthq@gmail.com and complete the section in the rally registration form.  You 
will have to drop off your vehicle prior to the rally start.  You will have to leave with the hotel 
staff: 

mailto:ironbutthq@gmail.com


1. A sealable envelope 
2. With your Name 
3. Phone number 
4. Home address 
5. Color, Year, Make, Model of Vehicle 
6. License plate and state of vehicle (and trailer is applicable) 
7. Key to the vehicle 
8. Any keys which unlock any trailer locks, cable locks, hitch locks, etc 

Rally staff will take possession of these envelopes when the advance party arrives at the 
beginning of the second leg.  You will obtain your envelope from rally staff when you go to 
scoring at the end of the second leg.  Return the envelope and its contents to staff before 
you leave for the final leg.  We will return them again at the finish.   

 

Equipment Storage During the Rally 

If storage space is available at the host facility, instructions will be provided. 

Any stored items must be clearly labeled with: 

• Rider name 

• Contact information 

• Other information requested by rally staff 

Do not store: 

• Hazardous materials 

• Fuel 

• Oil or fluids that may leak 

• Items that could damage hotel property 

Do not leave valuable items unsecured. 

 

 

 

 



Outside Assistance 

The Iron Butt Rally is a test of the rider’s ability to plan, adapt, and make decisions. 

Rules regarding outside assistance will be explained in the Uniform Rally Rules and rally 
book. 

You are responsible for knowing what is allowed and what is prohibited. 

When unsure, ask rally staff before accepting assistance. 

Anything that is commercially available to the general public is acceptable BUT if you feel 
public knowledge of hardware, software, or an information source you have obtained may 
result in a complaint, notify staff ahead of time.  The commercially available product rule 
has been our standard, so your information is more for our support than us seeking to deny 
its use. 

 

Evening Rally Communications 

During the rally, staff may send periodic updates or information to riders. 

You are responsible for reading these communications. 

They may include: 

• Bonus updates 

• Scoring information 

• Clarifications 

• Common problems riders are encountering 

• Important operational information 

Failure to read an update does not excuse failure to follow instructions contained within it. 

 

Contacting Rally Staff During the Rally 

If you encounter a legitimate issue during the rally, contact staff. 

Do not lose excessive time trying to solve a problem that could have been answered 
quickly. 

At the same time, use reasonable judgment. 



Before contacting staff: 

• Read the rally book. 

• Verify the instructions. 

• Check whether there is an obvious solution. 

Staff is there to help you successfully complete the rally. 

Also involved with contacting rally staff involves the topic of: 

 -rider is stuck in the mud 

 -rider has a flat tire 

 -rider has run out of gas 

 -rider has a major mechanical failure 

 -etc 

We will do what we can to help but you have a hundred other fellow riders who require our 
attention to maintain their rally.  We are not saying don’t call us, we do want you to call us 
because we might be able to find a quick solution, but you need to have a plan before you 
leave your house on what you will do if you: 

 -lose your phone 

 -lose your wallet 

 -lose your mind 

 -get an irreparable flat or other vehicle defect 

 -run out of gas 

 -GPS breaks down 

 -you stuck on a mountain and need a tow 

 -tracking device stops working 

 -any other situation which leaves you unable to continue your rally 

All too often we end up calling authorities on rider’s behalf because the rider never 
develops their own plan when something happens.  Have a plan. 



This does not apply to a vehicle incident or other situation where you are injured.  We want 
you to contact us IMMEDIATELY if you are injured and/or involved in a vehicle disabling 
accident. 

 

Motorcycle Preparation 

Your motorcycle should arrive completely prepared for the rally. 

The rally start is not the place for: 

• Major repairs 

• New installations 

• Electrical modifications 

• Testing unproven equipment 

Know your motorcycle. 

Know your equipment. 

Know how everything works before arriving. 

A problem discovered at home is an inconvenience. 

A problem discovered at the rally start can end your rally. 

 

Personal Preparation 

Preparation is not limited to the motorcycle. Before arriving: 

• Understand the rules. 

• Understand your equipment. 

• Practice with your navigation systems. 

• Practice with your tracking device. 

• Practice with the scoring app. 

The riders who struggle are often not the ones who encounter problems. 

Bring medicines. Bring paperwork.  Bring medical devices. 

 



Finish Procedures 

The official finish procedures will be explained before the final leg. 

Riders will receive information regarding: 

• Required arrival time 

• Scoring process 

• Odometer verification 

• Final documentation 

• Finish banquet activities 

Understand the difference between arriving and being finished. 

Returning to the hotel is only one part of completing the rally. 

Follow all finish procedures until you have been officially released by rally staff. 

 

Final Reminder 

The Iron Butt Rally rewards preparation, organization, decision-making, and attention to 
detail. 

Every requirement in this document exists because previous rallies have shown why it 
matters. 

Read everything. 

Ask questions early. 

Prepare yourself and your motorcycle before arriving. 

We want every rider who starts the 2027 Iron Butt Rally to have the best opportunity to 
finish. 

See you at the start. 


